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Hailey Aguilar, 
granddaughter of 
Don & Voncile 
Carlson, 
graduated from 
Eastern 
Tennessee State 
University in 

Johnson City, TN, with a bachelor’s 
degree in Interdisciplinary Studies.  
She has a job as a Sales Manager 
for David’s Bridal in Johnson City, 
TN. 

Owen Miklinski, grandson of 
Linda & the late Charlie Schuler, 
graduated from Florida State 
with a degree in Business 
Management. 

Thomas Allen 

Herbig, son of 

Kelly 

Ackerman 

Herbig & the 

late 

Christopher 

Herbig and 

grandson of Bill & Lynn 

Ackerman, graduated from 

Pecatonica High School and will 

be attending Highland 

Community College this fall and 

also taking a CDL class.  Thomas is 

also employed by Seward Screw 

Products as a machinist. 

Jamie Acasio, 
future daughter-in-
law of Michelle 
Stubbe, graduated 
from George 
Williams College in 
Williams Bay, WI, 
with a degree in 

Environmental Science. 

Connor Charles 
Cable, grand-
son of Bob & 
Barb Cable, 
graduated from 
Mercer Univer-
sity in Macon, 
GA, with a dou-

ble major in Journalism and Digi-
tal Media and a minor in Political 
Science.  He has started work at 
Fox News Atlanta as Assistant 
News Producer writing scripts for 
the newscasters and creating 
graphics.   

Mary Gende, granddaughter of 

Linda Schuler and the late Charlie 

Schuler, graduated from the 

University of Wisconsin, Madison, 

with a degree in Social Work and 

Psychology. 

Lexie Joy, 
daughter of Russel 
& Kelli Joy and 
granddaughter of 
Jerry & Betty 
Donmeyer, 
graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree 

in Psychology from University of 
Illinois at Chicago. Lexie will be 
attending Clarke University in the 
fall to get her master’s degree in 
Social Work. 
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Jenna Marie Wieck, 

daughter of Chad & 

Lesa Wieck, 

granddaughter of 

Larry & Pam Wieck, 

graduated from 

Byron High School.  

She will be attending Rock Valley 

College in the fall. 

Colton Larry Weick, 

son of Chad & Lesa 

Wieck, grandson of 

Larry & Pam Wieck, 

graduated 8th 

grade at Byron 

Middle School. 

Karly Jo Millikin, 
daughter of Scott & 
Lisa Millikin and 
granddaughter of 
David & Marieta 
Pederson, graduated 
from Center 
Point/Urbana High 

School, Center Point, IA.  She plans 
to attend the University of 
Northern Iowa this fall. 

Jennifer 
Phillips, 
granddaughter 
of Wayne & 
Kay Walker,  
graduated with 
honors, 
Summa Laude, 
from the 

University of Minnesota-Twin 
cities with a bachelor’s degree in 
Classic Civilization and 
Philosophy.  She is looking 
forward to attending grad school 
to complete a Ph.D. 

Zachery James 
Sperry 
graduated 
from Highland 
Community 
College with 
an associate's 

degree in Agriculture. He has a 
summer internship working at a 
commercial hemp farm. He is 
waiting to determine his next 
milestone after his internship.  
Zach is the son of Jim & Kay 
Sperry and grandson on Sherry 
Cancelose  
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Dear Members and Friends,  
 

I am enjoying looking at the pictures of the graduates on pages 1 and 2 of this edition of 
the Lamplighter.  There is something so uplifting seeing all those faces so full of hope and 
the sense of accomplishment.   
 

We join in their celebrating and wish them well as they embark on a new adventure—launching a career, 
continuing their education, taking a special trip.  Full of optimism, they ponder their futures and see endless 
possibilities.  It is a great time of life. 
 

While viewing those photos, it occurred to me that we should be approaching the challenges facing the 
United Methodist Church in the same way.  The results of this year’s special session of the General 
Conference have produced a lot of anxiety among us Wesleyans.  Perhaps you’re feeling a bit anxious 
yourself.  What’s next for our denomination?  Will there be a split among United Methodists?  Will anything 
happen to our church? 
 

Those questions are appropriate, but, we need not fear because God loves and cares for us.  Many times in 
Scripture, are told to “fear not” based on who God is.  For example, “Be strong and bold; have no fear or 
dread because it is the Lord your God who goes with you; he will not fail you or forsake you” (Deuteronomy 
31:6). 
 

So, maybe we should be asking different questions, such as: 
 

 What new, exciting directions does God have for us and where is he leading us? 
 What opportunities do we have to make positive changes in the United Methodist Church? 
 How can we now live out more effectively the best the Wesleyan tradition has to offer? 

 

Just as our graduates are moving on to a bright future, we should be looking forward, striving to see what 
lies ahead.  Isaiah captures this spirit in recording God’s instructions: 
 

“Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old.  I am about to do a new thing; 
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?  I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the 
desert” (43:18–19).  

 

God is about to do a new thing with us here at First UMC as well as with United Methodists as a whole.  We 
are developing a Mission Statement and discerning God’s vision for this congregation’s future.  We do so 
not in fear, but with hope and joy.   
 

The only task we have is to look for the new thing God is doing.  May God give us the grace and wisdom to 
perceive and act on it. 
 

Grace and peace, 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Finance Committee 
June 1 is the next scheduled session of the mission and vision group.  I encourage everyone to attend as we 
explore our purpose as a church.  This process will clarify what we are doing well and look at some new 
ministries.  From a finance perspective, a well defined purpose will help us understand why we are giving to 
the church and its various programs and missions.  It is important that we have as many people as possible 
involved in this process.  

The Music Celebration Sunday offering was $932.00.  During the summer months we will focus on 
fundraisers for additional money.  The Ice Cream Social is tentatively set for July 23, and the Rummage Sale 
is scheduled for August 22, 23 and 24.  Thank you for your financial support and thanks to the volunteers 
who make these events successful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Warren Zumdahl 
Finance Committee Chair 

 

Board of Trustees 
The realization that our building is over 20 years old is setting in as we had another furnace needing major 

repairs; however, it cost us only $590.00 as opposed to replacing it for $2,500.  Hopefully we will get a few 

more good years from it! 

Our dark parking lot has been lit up.  There was a need to replace two photo sensors.  Also, the light fixtures 

in the steeple will be replaced with LED fixtures and lights, which will give us many years of service, and the 

cost of the LED lights will be realized on our electric bill. 

Michelle Stubbe and Bill Ackerman were instrumental in the annual maintenance of our lawn equipment.  

The volunteers mowing the lawn are doing a great job.  Thank you Michelle Stubbe, Jerry Donmeyer and 

LeRoy Jensen. 

I was informed by the person whom we contracted to do our landscaping that he is unable to fulfill his 

commitment due to health issues.  I am in search of a reliable business to assume that responsibility.  If you 

have any names, please see me. 

Sherry Cancelose 
Board of Trustees Chair 

Expenses March  April May 

    

People   $6,844.22   $8,393.28 $6,858.07 

Operations   $3,370.30   $2,886.20 $1,999.97 

Programs   $1,011.27      $1,815.00 $1,727.02 

Total $5,179.23 $13,094.48 $10,585.06 

    

Income    

   $14,176.75 $13,466.25 $8,362.50 
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Staff/Parish Relations Committee  
Our committee has completed the annual Ministry Review.  We will not meet in June or July unless needed.  
We will resume meeting on August 8.   

For June, I found this prayer on www.guideposts.org 
Come summer with me, Lord; summer deep down in my soul; restore my faith in summer’s time, in 

 rest, in joy, in play, in you.  Summer in my heart, Lord, and dwell there as if time would never end, 
 as if all the time were children’s time, eternal time when school is always out and joy is ever in and 
 let others summer in my shade, Lord, and share whatever summer’s peace is mine to give, whatever 
 summer’s light  is mind to shed, whatever summer’s warmth is mine to share.  Good God of every 
 season and every day this week, come summer with me, Lord, and let the child in my heart spend this 
 summer in your love.  Amen 

Members of S/PRC :  Ralph Blum, Voncile Carlson, Mary French, Heather Kempel, Rev. Dixie Marklund, Kay 
Meiers, William Schuler, Joann Willits (Lay Leader), and Diantha Landowski (Chair).  Contact any one of us 
when you have a question or concern, which will be held in confidence. 

Diantha Landowski 
Staff/Parish Relations Committee Chair 

 

United Methodist Women 
Saturday , May 11, we had our Annual Spring Brunch.  It was a very 
good day, delicious food, well attended; I believe we had 
approximately 36 in attendance.  The harp music was beautiful and 
Claire did an excellent job of explaining various things about the 
workings of the harp.   

June 11 is our day outing to Fulton.  Cut off date for reservations is Sunday, June 2.  Call 
Diantha (815-232-4508) with your reservation or sign up on the sheet in the narthex.  
Cost is $21 for the meal and gratuity at the Krumpets Bakery & Café.   

There will no meeting June 4.  Wednesday, June 19, is the District Salad Supper at 
Orangeville UMC, at 6:00 p.m. 

Ruth-Naomi Circle will not be meeting during the summer in June or July.  The next meeting will be  August 
20, which will be the start of the Silent Auction. 

Sunday, June 23, we will be helping to serve at the farewell reception for Lisa Kruse-Safford from 2:00 to 4:00 
p.m. in Fellowship Hall.   

On July 2 we are planning a Picnic at Krape Park at 11:45 a.m.  Bring your own table service and dish to pass. 
Lemonade and coffee will be provided. In case of bad weather, we will meet at the church. 

Upcoming dates to remember: 

June  11 UMW’s Outing, Fulton, IL 

July 2  UMW Picnic, Krape Park  

Mary French & Helen Hoover 
UMW Co-Presidents 

http://www.guideposts.org
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Hospitality Committee 
The Hospitality Committee helps to maintain the connection between First UMC and its members, friends 
and visitors.  We do this through cards, phone calls and visits.  New members are always welcome.  If you 
would like to join us, please see  Kit Baldwin, Barb Cable, Bob Cable, Dottie Emo, Rosemary Frende, Helen 
Hoover, Barb Lestikow, Kay Meiers, Barb Mertins, Rev. Dixie Marklund, Evelyn Mrkvicka, Marieta Pederson, 
Linda Schuler, Pat Sellman or Joann Willits or leave a message for Rev. Dixie with the office.   

Would you or someone you know like a home visit?  Two of us will gladly come at a mutually convenient 
time.  We will also bring Communion, if that is desired.  Please leave your request with the office, and we 
will schedule an appointment promptly.   

First UMC is a very caring, supportive family.  The Hospitality Committee seeks to affirm God’s extravagant 
love for all. 

Rev. Dixie Marklund 
Hospitality Chair 

 

MINISTRY & FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
SUMMER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:  Greeters, ushers, liturgists, acolytes, child-care providers, van drivers and 
Fellowship Time hosts are needed every Sunday and communion servers the first Sunday of each 
month.  Sign up on the sheet in the narthex or call one of the coordinators listed : 

       Coordinators:  
Acolytes:  Mary French (815-232-3072)  Greeters: Russ & Barb Lesikow (815-235-3433) 
Altar Flowers: Deb Dickinson (217-840-1468)  Liturgists: Mary Zumdahl (815-563-4198) 
Child Care:   Mary French     Ushers:  Cindy Vinck (815-616-8913) 
Communion: Joann Willits (815-291-4803)  Van Drivers: Bob Cable (815-821-5539) 
Fellowship Time: Mary French, Heather Kempel (815-233-0366), Pat Sellman (815-233-0453), Mary Zumdahl 

If you have questions or would like to volunteer to serve please contact the appropriate coordinator(s). 

VAN MINISTRY:  Dedicated to transporting to and from church people who would otherwise be unable to 
have fellowship and worship services of our church. We want to ensure that our members who need a ride 
to church have one.  If you would be interested in driving or are in need of a ride, please contact Van 
Ministry Coordinator Bob Cable (815-821-5539). 

    1st Sunday of the month:  Bob Cable 

    2nd Sunday of the month:  Pat Davis 

    3rd Sunday of the month:  Jerry Rule 

    4th Sunday of the month:  Jim Gapinski 

    5th Sunday of the month:  Norm Carpenter 

 

MEALS ON WHEELS:  Our next Meals on Wheels week begins August 12.  Drivers and runners are needed to 
deliver meals to those who cannot get out and shop for themselves. It takes about an hour of your time.  We 
meet at the hospital at 10:30 a.m.  We are down to one route and will be delivering every 15 weeks.  Please 
call Helen Hoover (815-232-6588) to volunteer or for more information.   
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY:  If you knit or crochet, please join us 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. the first  Monday of 
the month at the church.  Also, we have a nice selection of shawls, so if you know someone 
that is ill or homebound please feel free to take a shawl.  We just need the number from 
the card on the shawl and who you are giving it to.  Please give this information to a prayer 
shawl ministry member or to Liz in the church office.   
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST:  Come join us for a great time of fellowship at 8:00 a.m. the first 
Saturday of every month at the Big Apple restaurant on Galena Avenue, just east of Park 
Boulevard.  All men of the church are invited to this fun morning  of fellowship.  If you 
need a ride, call Pastor Cal (815-908-0289). 

 

FREEPORT AREA CHURCH COOPERATIVE COLLECTION:  In June we are collecting personal items, such as 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, bath soap, shampoo, etc.  If you cannot purchase these items 
yourself, give Mary Zumdahl a cash donation and she will purchase them.   

P.S.  FACC can always use boxes of macaroni & cheese. 

 

MOTHER HUBBARD’S KIDDIE CUPBOARD:  The church collects the following items to supply the store: 
disposable diapers (all sizes), blankets (baby and adult), toys (infant-3 years old) clothing (infant-3T), 
children's books, baby lotion, baby swings, baby wipes, baby food, deodorant, high chairs, pacifiers, strollers, 
sleepwear, bath soap, toothpaste, hair brushes, toothbrushes, socks/booties, laundry detergent, etc. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

BOX TOPS:  It’s easy to find Box Tops.  In fact, you may have some in your home right now.  
Clip Box Tops from your favorite products and place them in to the basket in the narthex.  A 
list of items that contain box tops is posted on the bulletin board. 
 
 
 
 

 

Have a safe 4th of July 



Worship Assistants in June  
Greeters (2)  Ushers (3)   Fellowship   Altar Flowers 

June 2  Russ & Barb   Norm Carpenter,   Pat Sellman  Carol Jacobs 
  Lestikow  Wayne & Kay Walker        
June 9  2 NEEDED   Gerry Regez   Dottie Emo  Dixie Marklund  
     Waren & Mary Zumdahl 
June 16  2 NEEDED  Norm Carpenter  Father’s Day  NEEDED 
     Len French, 1 NEEDED 
June 23  LeRoy & Pay Jensen 3 NEEDED   NEEDED  NEEDED 
          
June 30  Jim & Karen Gapinski LeRoy & Pat Jensen  Warren & Mary  NEEDED 
         Zumdahl 

 

Liturgists  Child Care   Van Driver   Acolytes 
June 2  Carol Jacobs  Mary French & Sue Zink  Bob Cable   
June 9  Jeannine Hugill  Mary French & Sue Zink  Pat Davis   
June 16  Sherry Cancelose Mary French & Sue Zink  Jerry Rule 
June 23  Mary Zumdahl  Mary French & Sue Zink  Jim Gapinski 
June 30  Val Clawson      Norm CarpenterMay 5   
 

  Communion Servers  
June 2  Karen Gerth, 
  Barb Metins 
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Thanks Mary French and 

Jeannine Hugill for your 

continued devotion to your 

respective classes.  We hope 

that you relax during the 

summer and return refreshed 

in the fall. 

 

Next Sunday, June 2, we 
move to our summer 
worship time 9:30 a.m., with 
Fellowship Time beginning at 
10:45 a.m., continuing 
through September 1.  
Please note this on your 
calendar. 

Don’t forget to submit pictures and brief summary of your summer 

vacation.  If you do not have a digital image please bring it to the 

office and Liz will scan the picture and return it to you quickly.   
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Sponsor or so-sponsor one of our 
weekly radio broadcasts!  If you 
would like to reserve a Sunday, 
please call the office.  The cost of 
each broadcast is $50.  You can 
co-sponsor a broadcast by 
teaming up with someone and 
sharing the cost.  Please pay for 
the broadcast prior to the Sunday 
you are sponsoring.  Make checks 
payable to First United Methodist 
Church with a memo, “Radio 
Broadcast.” 

Please call the office (815-232-6210) 
if you would like us to place you or a 
loved one on the prayer chain. 

Altar Flowers 

Church Photographers Needed 

We are in need of photographers 
to take pictures at church events 
and special services.  From time to 
time individuals have share 
pictures taken with their cell 
phones.  It is important to 
document these events 
happening in our church.  If you 
are interested in helping please 
call the office. 

 If you would like to provide 
flowers for the Sunday worship 
service, please call Deb Dickinson 
(217-840-1468).  The flowers are 
$10 for one vase. Flowers must be 
paid for prior to the Sunday you 
have selected.  If paying by check, 
please make it payable to 
Deininger’s.  Also, we would 
appreciate your returning the 
insert/vase to the church 
sanctuary so that we don’t have 
to pay for one each Sunday.  

We have two youth attending 
camp June 16-22:   
Tyree Davis and Isaiah Meligan 
 

Church members may send card 
to them at: 
 

Reynoldswood Christian Camp 
(JOY) 
(Campers name) 
621 Reynoldswood Rd 
Dixon Il 61021 
 

Please send the cards by Tuesday, 
June 18, for them to receive 
before end of camp week. 

Thanks Pastor Cal and our First 

UMC family for all the cards and 

the beautiful flowers in 

celebration of our 35th 

anniversary.  What a surprise. 

John & Liz Hollis 

Wishing all our First UMC fathers 
and father figures a Happy 
Father’s Day! 
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  1  Taylor Hugill 
  5   Jeff Donmeyer 
  6  Bill Horton 
  8  Bob Niblo 
12  Lowell Olson 
13  Faith Lincicum 
15  Savina Entmeier 
19  Megan Spahr 
20  Tyler Sellman 
22  Emma Rose Aten 
23  Peggy Lestikow 
27 Kevin Lincicum 
30  Cris Paulson 
       Isaiah Melligan 
 

If your birthday or anniversary 
have been missed or are incor-
rect, please let Liz know so she 
can update the records.  Thanks 

DEADLINE FOR  THE  

AUGUST LAMPLIGHTER  

ARTICLES:  JULY  22 

For all those suffering from the 
devastating tornados this 
month.   
 

For all our graduates that they 
continue to keep a reverence to 
God. 

12  Jerry & the late Ilah Rule 
21 Jerry & Betty Donmeyer 
24  Bob & Juanita Wachlin 

  1  Shelby McNett 
  8  Kelsey Eiseman 
  9  Alex Lamb 
       Jeannine Hugill 
       Lori Schuler 
11 Betty Donmeyer 
16 Pastor Cal 
21 Connie Wagner 
23 Libby Wells 
29  Julie Weaver 

 

 

 

I would like to thank  Dottie Emo, 

Larry Phillips, Pat Sellman, Bob & 

Juanita Wachlin for driving and de-

livering Meals on Wheels the week 

of April 29.  Thank you for being so 

faithful every time You are called.   

Helen Hoover 
M.O.W. Coordinator 

  2  Nick & Lindsey Wells 
  3  Bob & Jan Niblo 
 22  Carol and the late Art Jacobs 

Avila Rose-Caeli Dobson, daugh-

ter of Dan & Hope Dobson, 

granddaughter of Michelle 

Stubbe and great-granddaughter 

of Bob & Jan Niblo, was baptized 

at Holy Family Catholic church in 

St. Louis Park, MN.  

Ava is wearing the baptismal 

gown that her grandmother 

Michelle and her mother Hope 

also wore. 



Page 11 The Lampl ighter   

 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

. 
 

 

 

 

. 
 

 
 

 1 
 

8:00 a.m. Men’s 
Breakfast 
(Big Apple) 

10:00 a.m. 
Mission & Vision 
Session 3 

2 
 

 

9:30 a.m. Worship with 
Communion 

 

10:45 a.m. Fellowship  
Time 

3 
1:30 p.m 

4 
 

 
 

 

5 
 
 
6:30 p.m. 
Finance 
Committee Mtg. 

6 
 
 

 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
9:30 a.m. Worship  

 

10:45 a.m. Fellowship 
Time 

 

10 
 

 

11 
 

 

UMW Outing-
Fulton, IL 

12 
 

5:30 p.m. Dinner 
with the Pastor 
(Baumgartner’s, 
Monroe) 

13 
 

 

 

14 
 

 

 

15 

 

16 
 

9:30 a.m. Worship  

 

 

17 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

19 
 

12:00 p.m. 
Secretaries’ 
Luncheon 
 
 

6:30 p.m.  
 
 
 

20 
 

 

 

21 

 
 
 
 
 

22 

 

23 
 

9:30 a.m. Worship  

 

10:45 a.m. Fellowship 
Time 
 

2:00 p.m. DS Lisa Kruse-
Safford Farewell 
Reception & Service 

24 

 

 

25 
9:30 a.m. 
District Local 
Pastors 
 

 
 

 

26 
 
 
 
6:30 p.m. Ad 
Council Meeting 

27 
 

28 29 

30 

9:30 a.m. Worship  

 

10:45 a.m. Fellowship 
Time 

      

JUNE 

NIC ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
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JULY 
 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 .1 
 
1:30 p.m. 

2 
11:45 a.m. 
UMW Picnic 
(Krape Park) 
 

.3 

 
 
6:30 p.m. 
Finance 
Committee Mtg. 

4 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Office Closed 

5 6 
8:00 a.m. 
Men’s 
Breakfast 
(Big Apple) 

7 
9:30 a.m. Worship with 
Communion 

 

10:45 a.m. Fellowship  
Time 

8 
 

9 
 

 

10 
11:45 a.m. 
Lunch with the 
Pastor (Country 
Junction) 

11 
 
 

 

12 13 

14 

9:30 a.m. Worship  

 

10:45 a.m. Fellowship 
Time 

15 16 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

17 
 

12:00 p.m. 
Secretaries’ 
Luncheon 
 

6:30 p.m.  
 

18 
 

 
 

 

19 
 

 

 

20 

 

21 
 

9:30 a.m. Worship  

 

10:45 a.m. Fellowship 
Time 

22 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4:30 p.m. Ice 
Cream Social 

24 
 

 
 
 
6:30 p.m. Ad 
Council Meeting 

25 
 

 

 

26 

 
 
 
 
 

27 

 

28 
 

 

9:30 a.m. Worship  

 

10:45 a.m. Fellowship 
Time 

29 

 

 

30 
9:30 a.m. 
District Local 
Pastors 

31 
 
 
 
5:30 p.m. 5th 
Wednesday 
Outing 

   



    First United Methodist Church 
              503 N. Lily Creek Road 

                 Freeport, IL  61032 
   815-232-6210 815-233-2454 (Fax) 
Email Address:  fumchurch1@frontier.com 
Facebook:  Freeport First United Methodist Church 

 

 

Catch the Spirit! 

   9:30 a.m.  Worship Celebration 
 10:45 a.m.  Fellowship Hour 
 11:30 a.m. Radio Broadcast (WFRL AM 1570) 
 

Rev. Calvin B. Haines, Jr., Pastor 

mailto:fumchurch1@frontier.com

